Lowry Hill Residents, Inc.

Minutes

April 8, 2008

Attendees:  Marty Broan; David Graham; Brian Hols; Janet Hallaway; Jolane Jones; Beth Kehoe; Madeline Lowry; Sara Peterman; Chris Psihos; Rob Reul and Craig Wilson

Excused Absences:  Andrew Berton; Steve Gudeman; Bill Kell

Guests:  Honorable Councilmember Lisa Goodman; Sarah Phemister – SWJ; Anita Tabb; Fran Davis; John Bernstein;  Dee Montgomery

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President, Craig Wilson, noting a quorum was present.    

Lisa Goodman:  Next Lunch with Lisa is scheduled for April 23rd and will cover Downtown Development.  Hennepin County Library has created principles for merging libraries and the Central Library will now be open on weekends.  Lisa reminded attendees that street sweeping will begin this month and residents need to obey the no parking signs that will be posted or your car will be towed.  Property Tax Valuation Notices have gone out.  For information on appeals go to:  http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/assessor/appeal-process

Capital Long-Range Improvement Committee:  John Bernstein presented information on the  Capital Long-Range Improvement Committee (CLIC) which included an explanation of the structure and process of the Committee as well as upcoming projects that affect the neighborhood due to their location either within or near Lowry Hill.  John requested that the board share the proposed projects with the residents of Lowry Hill, and designate one person to provide any feedback to him as soon as possible.

Committee Reports

Bylaws Changes:  

Upon motion duly made (Hols) and seconded (Kehoe), it was voted (8 - 2, Peterman, Hallaway) that LHRI shall amend the bylaws to reflect a membership fee of $0 for the 2008-2009 year.

Upon motion duly made (Hols) and seconded (Kehoe), it was voted (8 - 2, Peterman, Hallaway) that LHRI shall amend the bylaws to allow voting rights to all residents of Lowry Hill who are at least 16 years of age.

Upon motion duly made (Hols) and seconded (Jones), it was voted (10 - 0) that LHRI shall combine the entities LHRI and LHCC, and that LHCC become the surviving entity as a 501(c)3.

Communications Committee:  Beth Kehoe presented the website design, which is scheduled to go live May 9th.  

Upon motion duly made (Broan) and seconded (Psihos), it was voted (10 - 0) that LHRI shall, in conjunction with combining LHRI and LHCC, name the surviving 501(c)3 entity  Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association (LHNA).
Upon motion duly made (Hallaway) and seconded (Graham), it was voted (9 – 0 with 1 abstention, Broan) that LHRI shall approve the proposed new identity as designed by Tilka Design.

Upon motion duly made (Hallaway) and seconded (Psihos), it was voted (10 – 0) that LHRI shall approve the expenditure of funds not to exceed $2500 for the annual meeting mailing and meeting costs.
NRP:  Janne Flisrand, Committee Chair, presented information the following motion:

Motion:  LHRI supports the extension of the life of the TIF district which funds NRP and the maintenance of the current NRP governance structure, as currently specified in HF3821 and SF3643.  LHRI shall send a letter in support of these bills to Speaker of the House Margaret Anderson Kelliher and Senator Scott Dibble.

Discussion and vote on above motion were tabled due to time constraints.  The following reports were also submitted and not discussed due to lack of time.

Environment Committee:  Rob Reul reported that the MRPB begins the tree replacement for LHRA next week.  Residents will be notified in advance of the proposed planting.  Stump grinding will occur regardless.  The event will culminate with an Arbor Day Celebration in May at Lake of the Isles.

LHRI and the MRPB support Blake School's participation in the National Youth Leadership

Council this Thursday April 10th with some 70 students clearing litter and pulling buckthorn along the North and West ends of Spring Lake.

The Hennepin County NRICH grant program has notified us that Spring Lake restoration expenses have cleared and they will be refunding us $1,813.40 for activity in spring 2007.

Design Charrette:  LHRI, along with Citizens for a Loring Park Community and AIA Minneapolis, will host a Re-design Charrette on the Hennepin-Lyndale corridor between Dunwoody and Franklin on Saturday, April 26th from 9 am to 1 pm in the Walker Art Center Skyline Room.  

The Annual Meeting is set for Tuesday, May 20th at 6:30 pm at the Walker in the Film Auditorium.  A letter will go to neighborhood residents with further information including the annual election.  If you are interested in participating on the Lowry Hill Board, please contact Beth Kehoe at: bethkehoe@gmail.com 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday, May 6th, 2008, at 7:00p.m. at Kenwood Rec Center.

We welcome public attendance at all monthly Board Meetings and all Committee Meetings. 

Communications: last Tuesday of month at Hallaway Residence, 7:30pm

NRP Committee: third Tuesday of month at  Sebastian Joe’s, 8 pm

Crime & Safety:  third Thursday of month at Caribou,  7pm 

Planning and Zoning: third Tuesday of month at Caribou, 8 am

Environment:  third Tuesday of month at Caribou, 8 am 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to adjourn at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

   Sara Peterman, Secretary  

